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of Madras. After Armagon, comes the factory of
Viravesaram near the port of Narsapur, 1634-35;
then in 1639 the original settlement of Madras-
patam.* This was the first Royal grant, having been
obtained for the Company by the local Naick,
D^marla VenkatMri (ancestor of the Zamindars of
Kdlahasti), from Sri Eanga K^yulu, representative
of the famous Vijayanagar dynasty, then reigning at
Chandragiri, ninety miles north-west of Madras. The
grant covered a space roughly estimated at five miles
in length by one mile in breadth. Seven years after
this patent, the Hindu State of Chandragiri was
subverted by the Musalman King of G-olconda, to
whom the factors at Madras sent a deputation to
obtain a confirmation of their grant. Some delay
occurred, and the farm^n was not delivered till 1683,
four years before the Q-olconda dynasty itself was
subverted by Aurangzeb. Finally, on the 12th
August, 1765, the Company's possession was con-

* The grant enjoined that the station should be styled " Sri-
Hanga-raya-patnam "; but the local ISTaick's desire that it should
receive the name of " Chennappa-patnam " after his father, finally
prevailed. The native town is so called by the Hindus to this
day. The adoption by the English of the name "Madras" arose
as follows : the site proposed for the factory was occupied by a
village of fishermen, to gain whose assent to the removal of their
huts, one Beri Timmappa, the Company's dubasJi or agent,
promised that the factory should bear the name of their head man,
Madarasan. Since the preaching of Xavier, the fishermen of
Southern India have nearly all remained Christians. The name
Madarasi (mddd + arasi, i.e. mother and queen) is one often given to
girls, in honour of the Blessed Virgin ; and by changing arasi into
arasan, " king," an auspicious name is sometimes secured for boys
also.
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